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My young son stepped into my rubber boots as his mom snapped the picture.  He 
was a simple happy young boy displaying his new fashion statement.  The smile 
was huge, just like the black rubber sidewalls of the boots that reached all the way 
to his diaper.  His first steps were awkward and clumsy, but his parents were there 
to be sure he didn’t hurt either himself or the furniture.  Time has changed, and 
today he would fit into those boots and even walk with skill, but it took him some 
time to get there. 
 
On some level my first steps as Alberta Regional Minister (ARM) and CBWC Set-
tlement Coordinator parallels my son’s experience.  As the newbie I started on the 
“orientation” phase of these tasks on October 15th.  There is unfamiliarity with the 
tools and the task, but a general sense of which direction to go.  No one will fill the 
shoes quickly of our beloved former ARM Sam Breakey.  The organization he had 
in place both defines the tasks as well as enables efficiency and functionality.  Ken 
Nettleton as the interim ARM from May through September showed his strengths, 
and we have been well served by his skills and passion for expanding ministry dur-
ing his short tenure.  While I gain perspective on the breadth of this position I am 
operating until January 1st with the able assistance of Gerry Fisher, no stranger to 
the Alberta Region. 

In case you do not know me, here are some 
quick facts about me:  I am from the USA but 
did my theological training in Canada, with a 
master’s degree in counseling from Montana 
State.  My wife’s name is Anita and we have 
four young adult children, two of whom married 
just this past summer.   Three of our kids are 
now based in Edmonton and one of our twin 
daughters is full-time at Camp Caroline.  
 I entered the denomination in 1986 and have 
served CBWC churches in Alberta since 1989, 
most recently as pastor of our church in Clare-
sholm for the past fourteen years.  My interests 
are music, fly fishing, ice fishing, traveling 
across the West, and watching or listening to 

Upcoming Events  
 
 
Baptist Identity Course -Online                            
              January 5, 2010 
Mini-Semester       
       Jan. 24 - 28, 2010  
 
Alberta Pastor’s  Winter Retreat   
            February 1 - 3, 2010   
 
New Pastors Orientation  
     April 18 - 21, 2010 

 
     

Partnering Sessions 2010 
¨ Mark your Calendar                             

Southern AB  June 12 
Central AB  June 19 
Peace   Sept 11 
Calgary    Nov 20 
Edmonton   Nov 27 
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games of a certain Alberta hockey team.  A Starbucks Decaffeinated Americano is usu-
ally my drink of choice.  
 
So that is enough about me … tell me about yourself:  I’d like to receive a number of 
emails from the family that makes up the CBWC Alberta Region.  Keep if brief, but tell 
me three things:  
 (1)   what excites you most in your current ministry situation (a “God story” that I can 

possibly share with others on your behalf),  
(2) what is your largest wrestling in your ministry situation (an item for which I can be 

in prayer for you), and  
(3) a theological thought that has stretched you lately. 
 
Let me answer those three questions for you as well:   (1)  I am excited about the privi-
lege of getting to know more distinctively the men and women who serve our churches. 
(2)  One challenge of this position is assisting churches in major internal conflict and I 
covet your prayers to be an agent useful to God in these settings.  (3)  A challenge from 
the Scripture that challenged me lately was in the rescue of Rahab from Jericho. The  
text says, “They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside  the camp 
of Israel (Joshua 6:23, NIV)”.   Rahab was not adopted quickly into her new clan.  In 
church life,  people often wrestle with wondering if they are worthy of belonging, and 
some of our settings make it difficult for people.  The story is a good one in that before 
the end of her childbearing years she marries, eventually becoming an ancestor of Je-
sus.  Initially perceived as an ‘outsider’,  but later closer to the ‘inside’  than most of the 
rest of the camp of Israel. 
 
May God shed His light into our lives as we face the challenges He places before us.  
To Him be the glory. 
 
Your co—worker and newbie ARM, 

������������������������� ���
Dennis Stone 

By the end of November some 
of  Dennis’ activities will have 
included: 

 

· Meeting staff and personnel of the 

CBWC 

· Executive Staff meetings and weekly 

conference calls 

· Three Alberta Region Partnering Ses-

sions: Peace Area, Calgary, and Ed-
monton/Central 

· Banff Pastor’s Conference 

· A meeting with our Alberta Regional 

Advisory Group (ARAG) 

· Attendance at the Church Planting Con-

gress in Calgary 

· Sunday visits at  Sonrise Community 

Baptist  in Calgary and at Boyle Baptist 
Fellowship in Boyle, AB 

· Participation at Crescent Heights’ 100 

year celebration 

· Visits with several pastors 

· Time gaining familiarity with parameters 

and protocols of this position 

· Time getting familiar with the Alberta 

Area Office in Edmonton 

The Stone Family at one of two family weddings this  summer:   “From Left: Breanna (Luc’s wife), our so n Luc , my wife Anita, 
our daughter Alethea, her husband James, myself, ou r son Matthias, and our daughter Cara.  “    DWS  

Continued from Page 1   Newbee Steps 
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Anniversary  Services  

 Brightview Baptist , Wetaskiwin, AB 
        - 100th Anniversary Celebration  August 9, 2009  
Crescent Heights Baptist , Calgary, AB  
       - 100th Anniversary October 25, 2009   
McLaurin Baptist , Grande Prairie, AB  
       - 80th Anniversary Celebration November 1, 2009   
 
Paul Spate -  25 years in pastorate at FBC Ponoka, AB, November 15, 2009  
  
Births  
 
Blake and Paula Holt  were  blessed on August 19, 2009   with the birth of a son 
Thomas Skylor.  Blake is  Assoc. Youth at McLaurin Memorial, Edmonton.  
 

In Memory      

Merle MacKenzie , former CBM missionary , October 16, 2009  
 
Arthur Dethmers, son of Henry and Kathy Dethmers, July 19, 2009  
  
Nadine Drew , wife of Les Drew, retired pastor , November 21, 2009  

CBWC  Staff Changes  
 

Edmonton Office: 

Dennis Stone - Regional Minister 

Calgary Office: 

Gerry Fisher -Interim Regional Minister  

Colleen Schneider -Financial Analyst/  
 Benefits Coord. 

Angie Patterson -On Maternity leave 

Liz Walker -Admin. Assistant/Coord. Data 
 Entry 

THE ALBERTA REGION PASTOR’S RETREAT 

        “This annual Alberta Pastor’s Retreat has been a priority for me for 
twenty years.  One year I had to miss because of the flu and last year I was in 
Mexico on a mission trip, but the retreat is annually on my calendar.  It is a 
time to let others minister to you and a time to minister to others.  Banff is 
great, but the Alberta pastors retreat is where I have found people are more 
likely to talk business, own the bond of collegiality, and be more open about 
their joys or struggles.  Some need prayer, others tangible help, and still oth-
ers just need to tell their stories.  Whether we come to minister to another or 
to receive ourselves, we all are given the privilege 
of taking something away.  We may walk away with 
a deeper friendship or perhaps an insight that helps 
us in our own setting.    Prayer times, worship 
times, and conversations will help connect us with 
God and with colleagues.  We are a ‘diaspora’ of 
our own spread abroad from Yellowknife to Cran-
brook, Charlie Lake to Medicine Hat, but we are 
nonetheless a team serving the same Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Let’s enjoy this shared experience.  Expect 
laughter and a unique touch from God we drink this 
time in together.   Schedule the dates of February 
1-3, 2010 and register when you get the information 
form.  
   I’ll see you there!”   DWS  

“” Encountering God  

in Community 

 
WARNING!!!  

 
New church plants breaking out all 

over Alberta...  

With Awaken in Calgary ; Bridgepointe in 
Edmonton ; Brooks International Gospel 
Church in Brooks ; Goodtree in Calgary ; 
Greenhills Christian Fellowship in Cal-
gary ; Southgate in Calgary ; Crossover in 
Calgary ; The Well in Lethbridge ; Boyle 
Baptist Fellowship in Boyle and new de-
velopments happening in greater Edmon-
ton - Alberta  is becoming a hotbed of 
church planting!!! 

WARNING – 

CHURCH PLANTING CAN BECOME 
CONTAGIOUS AND ADDICTIVE!!  

 
 
For more information: 
Check us out on the web at www.cbwc.ca 
click on Church Planting and follow the 
links.   Contact Tom Lavigne at 
tlavigne@cbwc.ca  
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Vacancies  

Alberta 

Calgary Korean       Assoc– Yth & Col & Career 

Brightview, Wetaskiwin     Solo 

McLaurin, Grande Prairie    Assoc - Yth and Young Adults 

Bonavista, Calgary      Assoc - Children  

FBC, Edmonton       Assoc - Pastoral Care, PT 

Wembley, AB        Assoc - Children & Youth  

Evangelical Baptist, Edmonton   Senior 

 

BC & Yukon 

Trinity , Vancouver      Lead 

Trinity , Vancouver      Assoc - Disc.& Outreach 

Trinity , Vancouver      Assoc - Children’s PT 

Westside,  Vancouver     Assoc - Youth PT 

Westwood Community, Coquitlam  Solo 

FBC, Victoria        Solo 

Bethel-First, Prince Rupert    Solo 

FBC, Nelson        Solo 

Peachland, BC       Solo 

Calvary, Chemainus, BC    Solo 

 

Heartland 

Trinity, Winnipeg       Lead 

Emmanuel, Saskatoon     Assoc - Child.& Min Dir. 

Filipino Evangelical, Winnipeg   Assoc - Youth 

Maples Evangelical, Winnipeg   Solo 

FBC, Neeepawa, MB     Solo 

 

Settlements   
     
Dennis Stone   AB Regional Minister  - CBWC Office  

Ken Nettleton   FBC, Calgary - Lead 

Cam Yates   Carey -  Faculty 

Garret Parsons    Laurier Heights, Edmonton   
        - Assoc. of Discipleship for Mission  
Hugh Fraser   FBC, Calgary - Congregational   
         Development 
Keith Thompson  FBC Dawson Creek, BC - Solo  

Linda Collin   Braemar, Edmonton  

       - Christian Education Team Leader 

John/Ann Webster Faith, Claresholm -  Interim 

Patrick Hazelwood  The Well, Lethbridge - Church Planting 

Lisa Watts    Leduc Community - Children and Family  

 

Moving On : 
Doug Johnson   Northmount, Retiring Jan 3, 2010 

Jeff Dyer     Gull Lake Centre Director May 2010 

Char Lockhart  First Lacombe  

Alberta Regional Office 

212, 9333 50 Street 

Edmonton, Alberta T6B 2L5 

Phone  780.462.2176 

Toll Free 800.474.6018 

Fax 780.465.6078 

abarea@cbwc.ca/ab 

www.cbwc.ca/ab 

Value of Time: 
 

To realize the value of ONE HOUR, ask someone who is on 
his deathbed. 

To realize the value of ONE MINUTE, ask a person who has 
missed the train. 

To realize the value of ONE SECOND, ask a person who 
has survived an accident. 

To realize the value of ONE MILLISECOND, ask the person 
who has won a silver medal in Olympics. 

Treasure every moment you have... 

Transitions as of November 10, 2009   

Sunset over Ponoka, AB 


