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The Gift to Beat All Gifts! 
 Perhaps you’ve been involved in a 
“White Elephant” gift exchange.  I’ve found 
them to be quite an educational experience.  
The purpose of the exercise is to scavenge 
through your home to find an item that you 
no longer need or have use for, elegantly 
wrap it so as to entice some other 
unsuspecting person into believing that it is a 
gift of incredible worth.  In some contexts the 
same gift makes its way through a given group 
for several consecutive years.  People actually 
do unto others as was done unto them – pass 
on a useless gift! 

 Giving gifts at Christmas is always a 
costly endeavor and the cost is more than just 
monetary.  It costs us our time as we frequent 
one mall after another.  We expend significant 
amounts of physical and emotional energy in 
our pursuit of the perfect gift!  Sometimes it 
costs us our sleep as we lay awake fretting 
about the whole exercise, wishing it would 
pass more quickly than it does.  Have you ever 
thought about the “cost” of Christmas, the 
“cost of being a committed Christ-follower?  
Allow these “cost” realities to stimulate your 
thinking: 

It cost Mary and Joseph the comforts of 
home during a long period of exile in 
Egypt to protect the little babe. 

It cost mothers in and around Bethlehem 
the massacre of their babies by the cruel 
order of Herod. 

It cost the shepherds the complacency of 
their shepherd’s life, with the call to visit 
the manger and then tell the good news. 

It cost the wise men a long journey, 
expensive gifts and changed lives. 

It cost the early Apostles and the early 
church persecution and sometimes 
death. 

It has cost missionaries of Christ untold 
suffering and deprivation to spread the 
Good News. 

It has cost Christian martyrs in all ages 
their lives for Christ’s sake. 

More than all this, it cost God the Father 
His own Son—He sent Him to the earth 
to save humankind. 

It cost Jesus a life of sacrifice and service, 
a cruel death unmatched in history. 

As I reflect on the cost of Christmas I am 
reminded at how often we settle for giving so 
much less than our best.  We offer a “White 
Elephant” type of gift.  Oh, we wrap it up in 
elegant wrapping paper seeking somehow to 
fool Him into thinking it’s something of value.  
But we must remember that it’s not the 
quality of the wrapping that determines the 
quality of the gift. 

God spared nothing in giving us the gift of His 
son whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.  It 
was the gift to beat all gifts!  Might His 
willingness to pay that “cost” inspire us to 
give Him our best not only this Christmas, but 
throughout the year. 

~ Ken Thiessen 

Heartland Regional Minister 
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Angel Brunch to Royal Feast 

A s the calendar turns 
over to November 
(sometimes sooner), 

advertisements are heard on the radio for 
such events as the Santa Claus Parade and 
the Festival of Lights.  Some begin to think 
about tickets to attend the long standing 
tradition of the Living Christmas Tree at 
Grant Memorial.  At the beginning of 
December, and growing in popularity, is 
Bethlehem Live at Gateway Christian 
Community Church. Gateway’s interactive 
presentation of the Christmas story, 
complete with a bustling marketplace and 
live animals brings in people from all over 
the city. 

 With these many events in mind 
how does a small church try to engage 
their families and friends in a Christmas 
interactive event, instead of the traditional 
Christmas concert performance?  They do 
it by modifying ideas and joining together 
with another small church. 

 A few years ago, Virginia Moore, 
attended a CFAM conference where she 
learned of an event organized by 
Summerland Baptist Church in BC. 

Summerland’s annual Angel 
Breakfast for preschoolers, 
offering crafts, and serenades 
by angels, is an alternative to 
the usual “Breakfast with 

Santa”. Inspired, Virginia took this idea 
back to Winnipeg. A couple of years later 
and in collaboration with Sheila Mitchel-
Dueck at Broadway First Baptist Church, 
and funding from Heartland Area Resource 
Team, this idea became a reality – now 
known as an Angel Brunch for families with 
kids up to grade 6 . 

 The brunch is more than food, 
including angel crafts, games, music, and 
interactive dramatization of the Christmas 
story where the children attending get to 
follow the shepherds to find baby Jesus in 
the stable.  Willowlake and Broadway First 
decided on their own dates, each suited to 
their respective church family, and their 

friends, but the ideas, preparation of 
crafts, games and stage sets, props and 
costumes were all shared.  Both churches 
were very pleased with the results. 

The boy’s parents, who grew up in two 
different denominations,  were undecided 
as to what to do about church, were 
delighted to receive an invitation and the 
chance for their son to participate.  People 
of all ages from the congregations are 
involved as craft and game supervisors.  
The preteens and youth were particularly 
excited to participate as actors in the play. 
The volunteers were even surprised as to 
how well the event was received.   That 
was last year. 

 We did it once, last year, and 
called it an Angel Brunch and this year we 
are calling it a Royal Feast and next year it 
will probably be called something else. This 

year’s—A Royal Feast— the 
story of Christmas is told 
through the eyes of the 
three wise men who have 
returned from worshiping 

the Christ child.   The children are 
encouraged to come to the event dressed 
in courtly attire and participate in the 
celebration of the birth of Jesus, God's Gift 
to the World.   Broadway First Baptist 
Church will host it on Saturday November 
28th while Willowlake is one week later on 
December 5th.    See related article in the 
December issue of CBWC 
Making Connections 
Newsletter.  

 
Virginia shares, “It was so nice to have the 
children invite their friends from school to 
come.   The kids were engaged in the ac-
tivities and the dramatic retelling of the 
Christmas story.   One little boy, that does 
not attend church, was excited to know 
when they would hear more about God 
and wanted to come back to hear the rest 
of the story at Easter.”    

Virgina Moore is the Children’s Ministry Co-
ordinator at Willowlake Baptist Church in Winnipeg, 
MB. Willowlake’s phone number is 204-256-2923. 
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Women In Focus—SK—Connection 2009 Update 

New to Winnipeg...  

As I arrived at the 1 Canadian Air Division 
in Winnipeg, I wondered what I would 
have on my path as Baptist Chaplain to the 
Canadian Forces in this part of the country. 
My wife and I had never been posted to 
Winnipeg and we just had left our last and 
youngest of four children, now a young 
man, in Cold Lake after almost three years 
with 4 Wing.  
After a fairly busy summer, I decided to 
feel the ground in our HQ and sent a few 
emails to see if there was an interest for 
Christian spirituality. I soon realized that I 
was entering a Spiritual warfare arena, as I 

experienced resistances. Notwithstanding, 
there was a spiritual thirst!  
Twenty people replied as being interested 
in a Lunchtime Alpha course on the basics 
of Christianity, which started early Octo-
ber. Furthermore, 164 people replied to 
me as interested in being on a Distribution 
List for emails having Spiritual Reflections. 
Wow! A small church audience! 
The Lord Jesus is good! Keep us in prayer 
as the Good Shepherd reaches to His 
sheep within the military setting. Grace 
and Peace.  

~ Padre (Captain) Mario Gaulin 

The Heartland newsletter belongs, 
in part, to its readers. To that re-
gard we are hopeful you will be 

active in letting us know of news 
and events that could be included 

in the newsletter.  
 

The next newsletter will be pub-
lished in November.  

 
To submit your article, event or 

idea please contact Carrie Belter in 
the Heartland office . 

 
Email: heartland@cbwc.ca 

Phone: 1-866-789-2940 

Important Dates 
Heartland Pastors and 
Spouses Retreat. January 
11—13, 2010 in Russell, MB. 
Call the Heartland Office 
866789-2940 or in Regina at 
789-2900. 

Reading the Bible with Heart 
and Mind—A Seminar with 
Gordon Smith. Friday and 
Saturday, January 22, 23 2010 
at Emmanuel Baptist Church 
in Saskatoon. Contact 
Brendon Gibson. 
bgibson@sasktel.net or 306-
477-1234 ext. 29 

Can We Talk?  - A Women in 
Focus Event, May 28—30, 
2010. Contact Faye Reynolds. 
freynolds@cbwc.ca 

 

In total 64 women attended from 12 different Churches in 
Saskatchewan.  The electives went quite well considering 
this was the first time we have offered electives, at least 
for a long time.  Women enjoyed learning about each of 
the areas they had chosen.  Rose-Marie Goodwin, our 
guest speaker, was excellent and people really appreciated 
what she shared on the theme of Reconciliation and being 
New.  She based her presentation on our Scripture verse, 
"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the 
old has gone and the new has come!" 2 Cor. 5:17 
(NIV).  She shared personal stories and experiences to help 
us connect with her and so we could see the importance 
of reconciliation and new beginnings in our own personal 
relationships with family, friends and God. 
  Shauna Penner and other Moose Jaw women, from First 
Baptist Church, were fabulous hosts and had prepared 
special snacks and refreshments for us throughout the 
day.  The meals they had arranged with the caterers were 
terrific.   
Women enjoyed getting to know some new friends and 
renewing old friendships.  They enjoyed worshipping to-
gether and supporting the Eva Rose York Bible School in 
Tuni, India.  Our offering of $1,591 went to this project.   
  All in all, it was a wonderful day of worship, connecting 
and learning as we gathered together.  Some women took 
the opportunity to enjoy the beautiful weather out-
side.  We wished we could have had some electives out-
side, maybe the weather will cooperate for us again next 
year and we can work that into the schedule. 
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T 
he annual Manitoba Youth Retreat for 
CBWC churches was held on the weekend 
of October 16th to 18th, at Winkler Bible 
Camp, an appropriate facility that has 

good proximity to many of our churches in south-
ern Manitoba. Our guest speaker was Lynn Cole, 
from Brownfield, AB. 
Lynn is a wife and mother of five girls (four teenag-
ers!) She is an Albertan Rancher who also has a 
passion for Youth. Her abilities to communicate to 
young people are something that she uses to in-
spire them to get real and to get serious in their 
faith journey. 
Lynn addressed the theme “Purity, Passion, Pur-
pose, Period!”. The message was challenging and 
thought provoking for both, youth and leaders. We 
learned what it meant to be a child of God through 
The Parable of the Lost Son (Luke 15:11-31). 
Worship was led by David Bracken, a local Mani-
toba artist who’s passionate about worship and 
bringing people into God’s presence through mu-
sic. 
Attendance was very good: out of a total of 61, we 
had 28 guys, 19 girls, and 14 leaders from the vari-
ous churches. The churches participating in the 
retreat this year were: Neepawa First Baptist, 
Brandon First Baptist, Filipino Evangelical, Willow-
lake and Cornerstone. 
Invitations were sent out to all CBWC churches in 
MB, as well as to Weyburn and Moosomin in SK. 
Financially, we gratefully welcomed the grant of 
$1,300.00 from the Heartland Area Resource Team 
since that amount covers the ancillary costs, and 
allows us to keep the cost to each retreater to 
$75/person.  
We gratefully acknowledge Claire McLean for her 
participation in the planning of activities and lead-
ers’ session, the CBWC for subsidizing the Worship 
Leader’s honorarium and the Heartland Area Min-
istry for subsidizing and supporting this event in 
every possible way.  
 
 
Sandra Sabourin 
CBWC Winnipeg Area Youth Ministry Coordinator 

Manitoba Youth Retreat New church plants 
breaking out in the 
Heartland...  
 

With Greenhills Christian Fellow-
ship in Winnipeg and Regina; Living 
Life Ministries in Carlyle; and new 
developing plants in Regina, South-
ern and Northern Saskatchewan 
things happening in the Heart-
land!!! 
 

 

For more information: 

Check us out on the web at 
www.cbwc.ca click on Church 
Planting and follow the links. 

 
Contact Tom Lavigne at 

tlavigne@cbwc.ca 
 
 
 

WARNING WARNING ––  CHURCH CHURCH 

PLANTING CAN BECOME PLANTING CAN BECOME 

CONTAGIOUS AND CONTAGIOUS AND 

ADDICTIVE!!ADDICTIVE!!  

http://www.cbwc.ca
mailto:tlavigne@cbwc.ca
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Heartland Pastors and Spouses Retreat 2010  

Heartland Regional Office 

3,4621 Rae Street 

Regina, SK S4S 6K6 

 

P 306.789.2900 

Toll Free 1.866.789.2940 

F 306.789.2902 

E heartland–@cbwc.ca 

www.cbwc.ca 

 

New Assignments in 2009 

Darren Andres Westhill Park, Regina 
Associate - Adult 
Ministries 

Adam Driscoll Moose Jaw Associate - Youth 

Chris Senger 
Katepwa Baptist Kamp, Ft. 
Qu'Appel 

Executive Director 

Jared Nerenberg Fairmont, Saskatoon Associate - Youth 

Ken Graham FBC Nipawin, SK Solo Pastor 

Chris Roulson Cornerstone, Winnipeg Interim Pastor 

January 11—13 

Russell, MB 
RECOMMENDED READINGS: 

The Rest of God: by Mark Buchanan  

Sabbath: by Dan Allender  

 

For more information on this year’s retreat, 
visit the Heartland site:  

http://www.heartland.cbwc.ca/content/
view/81/104/ 

PICTURES FROM LAST YEAR’S RETREAT 
ñMany take the Sabbath seriously and 

intentionally ruin it with legislation and 

worrisome fences that protect the Sab-

bath but destroy itôs delight.  For many 

Sabbath keepers, it is a day of duty, 

diligence and spiritual focus that es-

chews play and pleasure for Bible read-

ing, prayers, naps and tedious religious 

services that seem designed to suck the 

air out of the soul.  If that is keeping the 

Sabbath holy, then it is  better to break 

it.   The darker option is to ignore it, or 

perhaps even worse, to think one is 

keeping it simply by going to church.ò   

~ Dan Allender.    

 

http://www.heartland.cbwc.ca/content/view/81/104/
http://www.heartland.cbwc.ca/content/view/81/104/

